
The Implementation of REUNI 

 

Over the last 2 years, UFSC University has been passing through visible changes: a 

considerable and recent increase of new students, courses and campi has been taking place there. 

These rapid changes in our University are caused by REUNI - or Program of Support to Plans of 

Reestruturation and Expansion of Federal Universities - a program set by the government in 

order to and according to its decree (6096 of 05-24-2007): "create conditions for increased 

access and retention in higher education at the undergraduate level, to take better advantage of 

the physical and human resources available in Federal Universities" with an increase of 20% in 

the total budget reserved to the institutions that adhere, volunteerly, to the program.  

UFSC adhered to REUNI in November, 2007, after the consent of the counsil, though 

with the disapproval of many students. At a first sight, the program appears to provide several 

advantages since it claims for the optimization of the universities. However, the implementation 

of REUNI at UFSC have several negative effects starting to be felt on the students lives, such as: 

the increase of lines at RU and at other services, the inappropriate use of spaces on campus for 

new courses, and the likely creation of inadequate curricula. [THESIS STATEMENT 

 

[TOPIC SENTENCE 1] The first immediate and visible effect is the increase of lines at 

RU (University Restaurant), xerox places, libraries and other services, duo to the expansion of 

the university vacancies. For instance, the students who depend on RU to have their daily meals 

(where else would they have lunch and dinner for R$1,50 a meal?) got used to wait in line for 

about 30 minutes per day to get to the restaurant. The lines are a common consequence of a 

service that attends around 4.100 people a day, a number that keeps increasing since the 

implementation of REUNI. Since 2008, 681 new students from brand new courses or from the 

extension of vacancies in the existent ones are now in campus, according to the pro-rectory of 

education at UFSC, and this number will enlarge until 2012. For the next year, the project plans 

an increase of 37% in the number of freshmen. The problem is not the increase of students itself, 

but the fact that some services of great importance at UFSC, such as RU, do not have enough 

infrastructure to assist so many students, what affects directly on the students lives. Thus, xerox 

places, libraries and services in general are also suffering these consequences. In the case of RU, 

there is indeed a project of implementation of a third restaurant (there is two restaurants for 

lunch and a smaller one for dinner), but that will take at least two years to be ready, according to 

estimates of ETUSC – Administrative Technical Office of UFSC. 

 

[TOPIC SENTENCE 2] The inappropriate use of spaces on campus in order to stand the 

increasing number of new courses is another negative effect.  Since the implementation of 

REUNI, 20 new undergraduate students are being offered in the vestibular (university entrance 



examination), with 4 of them taking place in new campi (in Aranguá, Curitibanos and Joinville). 

The other 12 courses in the campus of Florianópolis have to fight for space in different 

departments and centers, since many of them do not have a proper space for their own. For 

example, the group of Scenic Arts, undergraduate course created in 2008, had to ask for a 

classroom in CFM (Center of Physics and Math) to turn it into a “mini-theater” and for a 

gymnastic room in CDS (Center of Sports) to do their practical classes two times a week, 

according to their coordinator, Prof. Alai Diniz. This is actually an agravant to the existing 

problem of lack of space in general to attend all sorts of acitivities, involving teaching, research 

and extension, that take place in our university. There is, indeed, projects of constructing new 

buildings and reforming the existing ones in campus, but, again, it takes time for them to be 

completed. In the mean time, people will have to life with this problem of overcrowding.  

 

[TOPIC SENTENCE 3] The high number of courses created in a rush also can likely lead 

to the creation of inadequate curricula. Courses take some time to be well established and need 

secure curricula to provide the future professionals with what they need. Are those courses – 

created just to expand vacancies and accomplish REUNI’s goals – providing these fair curricula? 

This is something to be questioned. I believe some of them are not, what can seriously interfere 

in the students’ education and academic self-identity. 

 

In conclusion, [THESIS RESTATEMENT] what is announced to be a progress in the 

university education is actually bringing a handful of negative effects to UFSC, such as the 

increase of lines at RU and at other services, the inappropriate use of spaces on campus for new 

courses and the likely creation of inadequate curricula. Hence, it is compromising the education 

quality. These are effects of a more global, political issue. Therefore, many student organizations 

are fighting against the program. For instance, in order to discuss and denunciate the unreliability 

of the program, a group of students of UFBA (Federal University of Bahia) created the “gray 

book of REUNI” that is what they call a dossier-denouncing of REUNI consequences and that 

aims to circulate at a national level. That is an attempt to call the program off and bring their 

negative effects to an end. Brazilian Universities do need a transformation, but the proposal of 

REUNI is certainly not the right mean to do so.  
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