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OUTLINE: Growing up in the countryside – a privilege for few 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Educating is a real challenge, and when it comes to living in a big city, 

the task becomes much more difficult. (Hook) 

B. The community where the child grows up plays a major role in the 

consolidation of the character. (General comments) 

C. It’s much better for children to grow up in small towns than in big cities. 

(Thesis statement) 

II. DEVELOPMENT 

A. Small cities usually are the places with the lowest crime rates. (Topic 

sentence) 

- Very small towns are the only places in the world where violence is 

not a huge problem (Provide an example – personal experience) 

B. People are more sociable in small cities. (Topic sentence) 

- Small towns allow people to feel like they are an important part of 

the community (Provide an example – personal experience) 

C.  There are no problems such as air and water pollution in small cities: life 

is healthier. (Topic sentence) 

- In the countryside, the air is pure and the water is clean. People 

produce their own goods. (Provide an example – personal 

experience). 

D.  Small cities provide good formal education (Topic sentence) 

- Good schools with good results 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. Growing up in small towns is better because children live in a non-

violent environment, learn to respect and feel responsible for others and 

have a healthier life. (Restatement of the ideas in the thesis statement). 

B. Comments on how growing up in a small town was important for me 

(Personal Experience!)  



C. Now that I live in a capital I realize the real advantages of the 

countryside (Final Statement). 
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ESSAY: Growing up in the countryside – a privilege for few 
 

Educating is a real challenge. Parents want their children to become “people of 

character”, and that certainly demands a lot of time and attention. However, the type of 

people children will become doesn’t depend entirely on the education they receive from 

their parents. The community where they grow up plays a major role in the 

consolidation of the character, since different environments have different values and 

provide different life experiences. Notions of honesty, generosity and justice (which are 

extremely important for every human being) differ from place to place. That’s why 

people from different cities are so different in many aspects.  Although I was born in 

São Paulo (the largest Brazilian city), I grew up in a very small place called Freeport¹
1
, 

located in southern Santa Catarina. There are only about 4500 inhabitants there. I had a 

simple and healthy childhood – something that can be considered rare nowadays. From 

this experience, I can say that it’s much better for children to grow up in a small town 

than in a big city in terms of security, sociability, health and even education. 

Very small towns are the only places in the world where violence is not a huge 

problem. By living in a place with a low crime rate, the child has many possibilities of 

interesting experiences, such as playing with neighbors in parks, going to school by 

bicycle, walking on the streets, and so on and so forth. In Freeport, I could always enjoy 

the nature and the fresh air – it’s not dangerous to be outdoors. Even the police officers 

have a very peaceful life, only having to solve minor crimes once in a while. In a big 

city, on the other hand, it is not safe for the child to be outdoors alone. 

Furthermore, small towns allow people to feel like they are an important part 

of the community. Everyone knows each other and, as a consequence, everybody cares 

for each other. The senses of generosity and justice are developed since the first years of 

life: children learn to respect others without being selfish. In my town, I used to spend 

my free time fundraising for social projects and organizing writing contests for high 

school students to help them get prepared for the university entrance exam, among other 

projects. Through community services I have had the opportunity to exchange 

                                                
1 This is not the city’s real name. 



experiences and improve my leadership skills. As well as making good friends, I 

learned how to deal with others. People who live in big cities tend to be less sociable – 

individuality is a very present characteristic in those places. 

Another positive aspect of life in the countryside is health. People can buy or 

even produce food without herbicides or pesticides. Children learn how important it is 

to eat fruits and vegetables and how tasteful they can be. Besides, the air is pure and the 

water is clean. In Freeport, for example, most people produce their own goods. The city 

was already considered the “capital of longevity” because of the population’s great 

quality of life. In addition to that, it was selected as the Brazilian city with the lowest 

infant mortality a few years ago. Not surprisingly, many pregnant women from other 

places decide to have their babies at Freeport’s hospital. The slower paced lifestyle, 

combined with the quiet and calm atmosphere is also an important factor that 

contributes to the healthy life people have. In fact, it also allows parents to devote more 

time to their children, since they don’t have to spend hours in traffic or in supermarket 

lines.  

Finally, good formal education can be provided in small towns. There are 

usually good schools for children, and sometimes they are even public. Freeport has two 

wonderful schools with wonderful teachers – as a result, many of the students stand out 

in examinations, competitions and programs. During High School, due to my good 

performance as a student, my commitment to the community, among other things, I was 

one of the 25 Brazilian students selected to be part of an exchange program sponsored 

by the U.S. Embassy. So, I had the opportunity to spend two weeks in the U.S. learning 

about a different culture, teaching about mine and improving my English skills.  

To put in a nutshell, growing up in small towns is better because children live 

in a non-violent and friendly environment, learn to respect and feel responsible for 

others, have a healthy life and still can receive a good formal education. When I was 

younger, I would always complain about my city, arguing that there were no 

entertainment options such as theaters, movie theaters and shopping malls. I would also 

say that if I lived elsewhere I would be able to study in a better school. However, as 

time went by and I became more mature, I realized that my complaints had no 

fundament. If my parents hadn’t decided to live in Freeport, I wouldn’t be the person I 

am today. They made a very wise decision! Now that I live in a capital I realize the real 

advantages of the countryside. 

 


